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      Participant Consent Form: Interview

You are invited to participate in a study entitled: UNDERSTANDING WOMEN’S LABOUR, 1960-1976: WORK, NURSING AND MOTHERHOOD that is being conducted by Margaret Scaia, RN, MN, PhD (C). 

Margaret Scaia is an Interdisciplinary PhD student and faculty member in the School of Nursing at the University of Victoria. You may contact Margaret Scaia, the Principal Investigator, at 250-721-7963 or mrscaia@uvic.ca.

As a graduate student, I am required to conduct research as part of the requirements for an Interdisciplinary PhD in Nursing, History and Women’s Studies. It is being conducted under the supervision of Dr. M.E. Purkis. You may contact my supervisor at (Phone: 250.721.8050/ Email: hsddean@uvic.ca).

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council is funding this research.

Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of this research project is to generate new understandings about your experience as a nurse for which we currently have limited understanding and to possibly challenge assumptions about the experience of nursing in western Canada in the 1960s and early 1970s, particularly in Calgary and Vancouver.

Importance of this Research

Research of this type will make an important contribution to scholarship related to the history of nursing and will shed light on current issues and debates about women’s changing social roles. The analysis of your interview will serve as a primary source document in my PhD dissertation looking at the social construction of nursing and women’s roles in Canadian society at this critical time in women’s history.

Participants Selection

You are being asked to participate since you responded to my email notice or personal invitation, you received your nursing education and diploma or degree in nursing in the 1960s and early 1970s, and you speak English. 

What is involved

If you agree to participate in the study, it will include a 15 minute demographic questionnaire and a 75 minute audio-taped conversation. If feasable, the conversation will take place in person, if not feasable, then by telephone. The interview will be audio-recorded. The recording will be used to a create transcript for study by the researcher and will not be used in the dissemination of the results of the study. Information gathered from the demographic questionnaire will also not be linked to your transcript or identified in the analysis of your interview. Your words may be used in direct quotes, but at no time will you be linked with your specific quote. This interview will take the form of conversations about your experiences of nursing, marriage and motherhood during the time period indicated earlier. You will largely direct the conversation with some help provided by a few questions such as: 

“ What was your experience of becoming a nurse in western Canada in the 1960s and early 1970s and did your role as a woman at that time influence that experience?”

“How did your role as a woman influence your experience of being a nurse during this time period?”

“What other factors were significant in shaping your experience of being a nurse during this time period?”

“What meaning do you now make of being a nurse during this time period?”

“What questions about the experience of being a nursing during this time period have not been asked in this interview and that are important for me to know about?”

Inconvenience

Participation in this study may cause some inconvenience to you, in particular the 90 minutes required to complete the 15 minute demographic questionnaire and the 75 minute audio-taped conversation.
Risks
There are no known or anticipated risks to you by participating in this research.  

Benefits
To the Participant:

You will have the opportunity to talk about the joys experienced and the challenges faced during their early nursing education and career. You will have the satisfaction of knowing that sharing their experiences will enhance society’s understanding of the profession of nursing and the role of women in society – particularly in the post war period in western Canada.

To Society:

The education and professional standing of nurses is of primary importance to society. In a time of reduced numbers of nurses available to fill positions in nursing it is vital that more nurses are attracted to, educated in, and enter the profession. The role of nursing in today’s Canadian context and the historical and social factors that have both challenged and promoted the profession reflect wider trends in women’s work experience and social roles. This study will contribute to a greater understanding of the role of women’s labour, the impact of marriage and motherhood on women’s labour, and the role of nursing in shaping current attitudes toward women’s participation in the social and economic benefits of Canadian citizenship. The outcome of this study would make a significant contribution not only to nursing history, but also to the history of women’s labour, Canadian history and feminist history. 
Voluntary Participation

Your participation in the study must be completely voluntary. You may answer as much or as little of the demographic questionnaire or interview questions as you are comfortable with. If you do decide to participate, you may withdraw at any time without any explanation or consequences. If you do not provide consent for use of information gathered before your withdrawal, all information materials will be destroyed and not used in the study. 

On-going Consent

After the first interview, consent will be revisited in the same manner as described above and another consent obtained. Should a follow up interview be required for the purposes of clarification, then the steps identified above will be followed to obtain ongoing consent.

Anonymity and Confidentiality

As the nursing community in the 1960s and 1970s in Calgary and Vancouver may be limited in numbers, it may be possible that participants are known to each other, and to the researcher.  I will give each participant a pseudonym and I will not identify the specific location of the school from which the participant obtained their nursing education, nor their place of employment following graduation; however, the city – either Calgary or Vancouver will be named. The anonymity of the participants the confidentiality of the data will be preserved as much as possible under these circumstances by storing audio-tapes, demographic questionnaires and any printed transcripts in a locked cabinet in the researcher’s office and typed information/transcripts in password protected files on the researcher’s work computer. Information obtained from the demographic questionnaire will not be linked to the audio-taped transcripts. Only the researcher will have access to the original data.

In publishing this material, all identifying information will be removed so as to protect your privacy. You will be asked to choose a pseudonym during the interview for use in the dissemination of results. 

Dissemination of Results

It is anticipated that the results of this study will be used as part of the analysis of data for my PhD dissertation. I may present parts of this analysis during scholarly conferences or in scholarly articles related to the disseration focus. I may also publish my dissertation. All assurances of anonymity and confidentiality will be consistent with the above statements in any dissemination of the results of this study.

Disposal of Data

The data will be archived in the principal researcher’s private office in a locked filing cabinet and/or a password protected computer file. Once the 7 year time limit has passed, all data will be destroyed by either shredding or permanent deletion from computer files.

Contacts

You may contact Margaret Scaia regarding this study at 250-721-7963 or mrscaia@uvic.ca.

You may verify the ethical approval of this study or raise any concerns you may have by contacting the Human Research Ethics Office at the University of Victoria at 250-472-4545 or ethics@uvic.ca.

Your signature or the signature indicates that you understand the above conditions of participating in this study and that you have had an opportunity to have your questions answered by the researchers. A copy of this consent will be faxed, mailed, or left with you, and the researcher will retain a copy.


Name of participant       Signature (participant or researcher)    Date (interview)


