
‘A powerful and compelling account of professional  
nursing during the First World War. Immensely readable, 
Veiled Warriors presents an eloquent appraisal of nursing’s 

vital contribution to the care of wounded service personnel 
and its role in wider medical efforts. Christine Hallett has 

used some incredibly strong individual stories to illustrate her 
case and poses a masterful challenge to many of the myths 

that exist about nursing during the conflict.’
Dr Peter Carter OBE,  

Chief Executive & General Secretary of the Royal College of Nursing

Self-sacrificing heroines, romantic foils to the male combatants,  
and doctors’ handmaidens – the mythology that grew up around  
First World War Nurses distorted their real position as trained 

professionals performing significant work in their own right.

Christine Hallett examines the reality behind the myths, using evidence 
from archives throughout the world. She offers a compelling account of 
nurses’ wartime experiences and a clear appraisal of their work and its 

contribution to the allied cause on both the Western and the Eastern 
Fronts. As working women in a sometimes hostile, chauvinistic world, allied 

nurses fought hard to gain recognition for their profession and political 
rights that gave women a more powerful voice in the post-war world.
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CHRISTINE HALLETT is Professor of Nursing History 
at the University of Manchester and Chair of the UK 
Association for the History of Nursing. She was the 
founding Chair of the European Association for the 

History of Nursing, and has published extensively on 
the subjects of nursing education, clinical nursing, 

and the history of wartime nursing. She holds 
Fellowships of both the Royal Society for the 

Arts and the Royal Society of Medicine.
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Available through all good bookshops and 
online or order direct

01536 452640 trade.orders.uk@oup.com


