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BEGINNINGS 

Immediately after graduating from the school of nursing in 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, Barbara Keddy was asked to become a 

clinical instructor in the program. Although one of the courses 

she taught was on the ȰÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅȱ (rather than the 

advertised nursing,) it wÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÒ ÌÅÓÓ Á ȰÒÏÔÅ ÔÈÉÎÇȱ ÏÆ 

memorizing dates, etc. Moving later to Halifax with her young 

family, she completed a diploma of public health nursing, a 

bachelor of science in nursing, and a Masters in sociology. As 

she began her PhD in sociology in 1977, she landed a job 

teaching in the school of nursing at Dalhousie.  Although no 

courses on nursing history exist at Dalhousie, then and now, 

her own interest in the history of nursing was sparked when 

she began talking to some of the older nurses in her program 

about the changes in nursing they had witnessed.  With funding from the 

Registered Nurses Association of Nova Scotia, she travelled the province 

conducting oral histories with nurses who had graduated from the 20s to the 40s, eventually 

ÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÔÁÐÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÖÁ 3ÃÏÔÉÁ ÁÒÃÈÉÖÅÓȢ  7ÈÅÎ Á ÒÁÄÉÏ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ ȰÒÅÁÄ ÏÒ ÈÅÁÒÄ 

ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó ȣ they started putting them on the radio station and it just became 

something of a passionate interest of mine. As a feminist in the school of nursing with graduate 

degrees now in sociology I was somewhat marginalized.  I wondered how I could bring about a 

relationship with some organization that was interested in nursing but also would have a 

ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÍÅÒÅÌÙ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÏÒÙȢȱ1 

 

By now it was 1986 and Keddy and her husband were preparing for a sabbatical in England.  

Realizing the growing public interest in the stories told by the women in the tapes, and wanting 

ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ .ÏÖÁ 3ÃÏÔÉÁȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÉÄÅÁ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÒȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Ȱ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌȱ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ 

association for the history of nursing.  A library search produced the name of Monica Baly and 

the nursing history group associated with the Royal College of Nursing in England.  Keddy 

wrote to Baly and asked if she could visit her to discuss how to set up something similar.  At the 

same time, she came across the name of Margaret Allemang and asked her if she could meet 

wi th her in Toronto before heading off to England. 

 

Born in 1914 in Toronto as one of a set of twins, Margaret Allemang had battled osteomyelitis 

ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÄÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÂÌÙ ÄÅÌÁÙÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎȢ #ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÔ ȰÏÕÔ ÏÆ 

ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȱ ÔÈÁt she would be accepted in a hospital nursing school, at age 22 she entered the 

Figure 1 Barbara Keddy 
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School of Nursing at the University of Toronto after an interview with Kathleen Russell, who 

ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ȰÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÙ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ×ÁÓ 

wÏÒÔÈ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃÁÌÌÙȢȱ2 Graduating in 1940, Allemang left her first job as assistant head 

nurse on a cancer ward at Toronto General for enlistment in the Royal Canadian Air Force, 

where she served for three years at air force hospitals in Ontario and Alberta.  With funding 

from the Federal Re-establishment program, she returned to U of T, completing both a BA and a 

BScN.  After two years teaching nursing in Belleville, she returned to the nursing program at U 

of T, where she stayed for the rest of her career.  

 

During this time she obtained her 

MA (in the 1950s) and her PhD (in 

the 70s) in education from the 

University of Washington in Seattle. 

Unable to get her committee to 

approve her first interest for her 

dissertation in developing a nursing 

theory based on existentialism, she 

eventually settled on studying the 

history of nursing education in 

Canada and the US through the ideas 

of a group of influential nursing 

leaders.  U of T as well lacked a 

formal nursing history course in its 

curriculum, and her attempts to get 

research funding for a specialty in 

nursing history went nowhere.  

Stimulated as well by the idea of doing 

oral history, Allemang maintained her interest in things historical by interviewing nursing 

sisters, first from the First World War and from the Second.  

 

Ȱȣ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ +ÅÄÄÙȟ ÆÒÏÍ $ÁÌÈÏÕÓÉÅȟ ×ÈÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÇÏÔ ÉÎ 

touch with me once and wanted to know if she could come and see me.  And she was passing 

through Toronto on her way to England so we met down at a hotel and had muffins and coffee 

ÁÎÄ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ ɍÈÁÖÉÎÇɎ ȣ ÁÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ  !ÎÄ ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÉÄÅÁ ȣ ) ÈÁÄ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ 

ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ȣ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁȭÓ idea was very exciting to me and we decided to go 

ÁÈÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÏÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ #ÁÎÁÄÁȢȱ3 

 

Keddy too had been inspired by her visit with Allemang in Toronto ɀ ȰÓÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ 

eØÃÉÔÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÍÅȢȱ -ÏÎÉÃÁ "ÁÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÏÌÄ ÈÅÒȡ  ȰÙou know, you Canadians, you can do 

Figure 2  Margaret Allemang (l) with FWW Nursing Sister Mabel 

Rutherford, 1978 
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ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÁÆÔÅÒ ɍÁÎÙÏÎÅɎ ȣ if you want to do it, 

just do it.4  By 2 July 1986, she had written to Allemang, expressing the hope that would become 

Á ȰȬÆÏÕÎÄÉÎÇȭ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅȢȱ  3ÈÅ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ×ÏÒË 

collaboratively in what needed to be done in creating a new organization: compiling a list of 

potentially interested people, drawing up a constitution, based perhaps on that from Monica 

"ÁÌÙȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȟ ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ Á ÎÁÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÃÉÄÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÏÒ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÁÎ 

interest group of the CNA.  By this time Allemang was retired and unable to access the same 

administrative resources available to the still-working Keddy, who also owned an electric 

typewriter!  Admitting later that she had been unfamiliar with the concept of networking, she 

nevertheless joined Keddy in contacting friends and colleagues for their responses to forming a 

national nursing history association and asking for the names of other people who might have a 

possible interest in this new association.  

 

In the fall of 1986,  Allemang attended the third annual meeting of the American Association for 

the History of Nursing on the invitation of Barbara Brodie (who is still active) in order to learn 

about the organization and concerns of that group that might have an impact on the formation 

of a history of nursing group in Canada.5  Funding was the primary issue confronting the 

!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÆÕÌÌ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌ ÓÅÅÍ ȰÐÒÅÍÁÔÕÒÅȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ 

concerns that the proliferating number of American history of nursing organizations was too 

much duplication of effort.6 !ÌÌÅÍÁÎÇ ÁÄÒÏÉÔÌÙ ÓÉÄÅÓÔÅÐÐÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÑÕÅÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ 

#ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !!(-Ƞ ÓÈÅ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ȰÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ 

ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇȭÓ Ï×Î ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ȰÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÔÏ Á 

#ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ7 

 

Letters flew back and forth between Allemang and Keddy during that fall, trading information 

about names and responses from contacts they had made. Natalie Riegler wrote in October that 

ȰÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÆÏÒ Á .ÕÒÓÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎ Ⱦ  7ÒÉÔÅÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒȟȱ  ÆÏÒ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÊÕÓÔ 

contacted Judith Young, Meryn Stuart, and Lynn Kirkwood about meeting at the RNAO annual 

meeting the next spring.8 Isabel McCrae believed that the structure should be less formal - 

preferrinÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÔ ÏÆ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÇÒÏÕÐȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ȰÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÕÒÎ ÉÎÔÏ Á 

ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÂÁÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ȬÈÕÎÇÒÙȭ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃÓȢȱ9 Irene Goldstone believed that a formal structure 

×ÁÓ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÕÒÇÅÎÔ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȱ ÏÆ ÁÒÃÈiving the 

documents and lives of early nursing leaders.10 Shirley Stinson proposed something in the 

middle; with some kind of national nurse researcher organization soon to emerge, she thought, 

she advised that forming a steering committee would help move things forward but would not 

prematurely determine the permanent structure of the group.11 Allemang and Keddy also 

continued to debate the pros and cons of close ties with CNA ɀ they recognized that there might 

be benefits to a fledgling organization for the use of meeting facilities, seed money, and visibility 

from a mature organization, but they also did not want to exclude non-nurses and they were 
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not getting any encouragement from anyone at CNA about becoming a nursing archives or 

artifacts repository, either in general or for the new association. 

 

"Ù $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρωψφȟ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄÌÙ ×ÒÏÔÅȟ ȰÉÔ ÉÓ 

becoming rather difficult for us to keep up with one 

another as developments evolve!  My file is now 

thick and we will need to write a history of the 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐȦȱ12  It was clear now that 

an initial meeting was in order. They prepared an 

information notice for the May issue of the 

Canadian Nurse and other provincial nursing 

bulletins, and notified all of their contacts. Although 

they were dÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÓ Ȱ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ-

ÃÅÎÔÒÉÃȟȱ Keddy believed that more people would be 

able to come to a central location and she was sensitive 

to saving costs for Allemang. With expectations of about 30 attendees out of the by-then almost 

100 responses, they scheduled the first meeting for 8 June 1987 in the Jean Gunn library at the 

University of Toronto.  

 

Twenty-six interested people joined Allemang and Keddy at the all-day meeting that Monday in 

June, representing Ontario, Alberta, Quebec, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, and British 

Columbia.  Many more had written to say that they were interested but unable to attend.  

 

Barbara Keddy remembers a distraught Helen Mussallem bursting into the room after the 

ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÈÁÄ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄȟ ÅØÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÍÙ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÌÉÆÅȟ 

I just took a little plane from Ottawa to Toronto and I thought we were going to die, we were hit 

ÂÙ ÌÉÇÈÔÎÉÎÇȦȱ13 After discussing the desired aims and objectives, adopting the name, and 

deliberating on whether or not to become a CNA interest group, the rest of day was spent 

brainstorming in small groups on refining the objectives, setting membership fees, sorting out 

the organizational structure, and deciding on the various activities that the new association 

would undertake in the coming year.  Other committees formed to work on the constitution and 

by-laws, nominations and program over the following year.  Keddy began to realize that 

Ȱbecause of the expertise in the room that this was not going to be an easy thing to ȣ I should 

have known ɀ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÁ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÉÅÓ 

and all these other kinds of statements and objectives and this kind of thing ȣ But the people 

there ȣ were so extraordinary ȣThere was just so much expertise there that we were able to 

ÐÁÒÃÅÌ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ14 Before breaking up for the day, they also chose a provisional 

executive, naming Keddy and Allemang as president and vice-president, respectively, Natalie 

Riegler as secretary, and Jean Sillars as treasurer. 

 

Figure 3  Canadian Nurse 83 (May 1987): 41 
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Plans were then underway to prepare for the first conference, to be held in Charlottetown, PEI, 

to coincide with the CNA general meeting there.15 Allemang had agreed to be conference 

ÃÈÁÉÒÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ +ÅÄÄÙ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÅÄ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ Ȱhow on earth Margaret became the chair of that ȣ 

that poor woman ȣ I mean we all helped her but she was the chair of the whole program ɀ the 

whole conference ɀ and that was quiÔÅ Á ÃÈÏÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÈÁÄȢȱ16 Allemang agreed that the first 

program had been quite a bit of work ɀ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ 0%) ×ÁÓ ȰÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ 

communication had been done by long distance with the people at the hotel.17 

 

Monica Baly, who had followed the birth of CAHN with interest, agreed to be the keynote 

speaker.  Allemang had previously received a grant from the Hannah Institute (Associated 

Medical Services) for her own oral history project and now succeeded in persuading executive 

director Dr. Robert McBeth to provide funding to bring Baly to the conference.  The program 

was packed - speakers were scheduled on June 16 every 15 minutes from 9 am until the early 

eveninÇȢ  ,ÙÎÎ +ÉÒË×ÏÏÄ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÄÁÙ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ-ÁÒÇ ×ÁÓ ÊÕÓÔ 

ÂÅÓÉÄÅ ÈÅÒÓÅÌÆ ×ÉÔÈ ÊÏÙȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢȱ .ÁÔÁÌÉÅ 

2ÉÅÇÌÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ "ÁÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÄÏÎÅ Á ȰÔÒÅÍÅÎÄÏÕÓ ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ that day and 

ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ Ȱ.ÉÇÈÔÉÎÇÁÌÅ ÄÁÙÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ×ÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÄÁ×Î ÔÏ ÄÕÓËȢȱ  !ÌÌÅÍÁÎÇȟ 

×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !!(.ȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÉÎÇȟ 

ÁÇÒÅÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÓÈÅ ȰÈÁÄ ÏÖÅÒÄÏÎÅ ÉÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÉÔȢȱ18 But Keddy ÒÅÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ Ȱ×ÁÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 

ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄȢȱ  "ÁÌÙȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÌÉÂÅÒ ÏÆ 

the talks, paid them the ultimate compliment when she told Keddy that the presenters were 

much more research oriented than her own history of nursing group in England.19 
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              )Î ÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ +ÅÄÄÙ 

ÏÕÔÌÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÏÒÍ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÁÎÄ 

ÐÁÉÄ-ÕÐ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÓÔÏÏÄ ÁÔ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÁÂÌÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ 

ÏÆ ρππȢ  +ÅÅÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ $ÁÌÈÏÕÓÉÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÃÌÁÓÓ 

ÈÁÄ ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅÄ Á ÂÏÕÎÄ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÏ ÆÁÒȟ 

ÁÎÄ %ÒÉÃ 2ÏÂÅÒÔÓÏÎȟ ÏÎÅ ÈÅÒ ÐÏÓÔ-2. ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ 

ÁÌÓÏ Á ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÁÒÔÉÓÔȟ ÈÁÄ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ Á ÌÏÇÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ 

ÈÏÐÅÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ  3ÈÅ 

ÈÁÄ ÆÒÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÈÁÄ ÁÓËÅÄ !ÌÌÅÍÁÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ *ÅÁÎ 'ÕÎÎ 

-ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ 2ÏÏÍ ÁÔ 5 ÏÆ 4Ȣ  "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÌÕÍÅ ÏÆ 

ÃÏÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÃÏÓÔÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÈÁÄ 

ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÅÇÕÎȟ ÂÕÔ Á ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ-ÌÁ×Ó 

ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ Á ÌÁ×ÙÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÅÄ 

ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÁÂÌÅ status.20 

 

These auspicious beginnings thus launched the association.  Although the 

care of nursing archives and artifacts was of a primary concern, both 

Keddy and Allemang had high aspirations for promoting historical 

research.  Despite their obvious compatibility ɀ Ȱ×Å ÇÏÔ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÆÁÍÏÕÓÌÙȟ 

ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙȟȱ +ÅÄÄÙ ×ÒÏÔÅȟ ȰÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȱ ɀ the two 

came to history from different directions and philosophies.  Since her 

own training had been in sociology, Keddy admitted that had she come 

ȰÉÎÔÏ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃË ÄÏÏÒȢȱ "ÕÔ ÓÈÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÄ Á ȰÈÉÄÄÅÎ ÁÇÅÎÄÁȱ 

that she kept hidden even from Allemang.  She felt marginalized in the 

70s and 80s in her own nursing department because of her feminist 

lÅÁÎÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ× ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ȰÁ ÐÌÁÃÅ 

where feminist women could get together and talk about the issues from the past that were 

gender- and class-ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄȢȱ21  She confessed that she struggled awhile in finding her grounding: 

ȰÈÏ× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÁÎ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ 

gender into it without just reporting?  Allemang had perhaps more experience in historical 

research and methodology because of the content of her doctoral thesis. She believed that 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ Á ȰÆÒÉÌÌȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ȰÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÒÏÏÔÅÄ ȣ and 

ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢȱ  (ÅÒ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ 

ȰÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȟȱ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÒ ÉÎ ȰÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÉÄÅÁÓȢȱ  "ÕÔȟ ȰÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ 

ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÏÏ ÃÏÎÆÉÎÉÎÇȟȱ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ -- feeling that nursing was being 

ȰÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ22 by such an approach. Nonetheless, their academic 

Presenters at First CAHN Conference 

Charlottetown, PEI 

Janet Kerr 

Joyce McQueen 

Marilyn Marsh 

Margaret Allemang 

Barbara Keddy 

Natalie Riegler 

Katherine Arnup 

Meryn Stuart 

Judith Young 

Karen Hanson, Patricia Lingley, B. 

Keddy 

Marilyn Steven 

Judith Hibberd 

Sharon Richardson 

Jocelyn Hezekiah 

6 poster presentations 

 

Figure 4  Designed by Eric 

Robertson, post-RN student of 

Barbara Keddy, 1988 
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backgrounds had given both founders the vision and experience to put toward guiding the early 

development of the association and they wanted the meetings to measure up to the standards 

of any other nursing research conference.  
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THEMES 

Preservation of sources/ Production of new research  

The identification and preservation of archival sources was very much a high priority item 

throughout the first decade, partially as a starting point to do historical research since nurses 

have traditionally left so few official records and documents ɀ a recurring theme within 

organizational history. Indeed archivists were keynote speakers at both the 1989 and 1993 

conferences.  Kathryn McPherson and Barbara Craig were warning that the closing of hospitals 

and the increasing neglect of local archives was putting many of our healthcare sources in 

general at risk.23  The executive encouraged the formation of local and provincial groups to help 

facilitate saving archives.  Not all provinces were successful; the number of nurses interested in 

nursing history in the Maritimes was never very large, as Barbara Keddy and Anne-Marie 

Arseneault both pointed out.24  Still, the Ontario Society for the History of Nursing, the 

forerunner of the present-day Margaret Allemang Society, was thriving, and in the fall of 1989, 

Glennis Zilm reported on two nursing history groups in Vancouver and at the RNABC.  

Ȱ3ÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎÖÉÇÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÃÅÁÎ ÂÒÅÅÚÅÓȱ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÅÄ $ÉÁÎÁ -ÁÎÓÅÌÌȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 

newsletter editor.  

 

The BC History of Nursing Group in particular has had (and still has) a major impact on the 

preservation of nursing history sources there, and has as well made them accessible for others.  

Along with BC, groups in Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, and New Brunswick tracked down and 

published the holdings in individual provinces. Diana Mansell canvassed public and private 

archives across the country and in 2002 published her invaluable resource on the location of 

nursing history sources nationally.25   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published Sources on Nursing Archival Material 

¶ Coles, Survey of Nursing History Materials in British Columbia (1990) 

¶ MacMillan & Young,  A Guide to Nursing Historical Materials in Ontario 

(1994) 

¶ Mychajlunow  & Richardson, A Directory of Nursing Archival Resources in 

Alberta (1996) 

¶ Bramadat and Saydak, Catalogue of Nursing Historical Photographs in 

Manitoba (1996) 

¶ McGee, A Guide to Health Care History Material in New Brunswick (1998) 

¶ Mansell, Guide to Canadian Nursing Archival Resources, (2002) 
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From 2003, CAHN members have used both their organizational and individual influence to 

engage politically for the preservation of CNA historical artifacts and records when CNA broke 

up its library. One amazing outcome of the efforts at preserving the CNA collection was the first 

national exhibition on Canadian nursing history ɀ The Caring Profession ɀ which ran for 15 

months at the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa in 2005-2006. Over 170,000 people 

viewed this exhibit ɀ an unforeseen window of opportunity to showcase Canadian nursing 

history.   

 

     

But members have not just preserved sources, they have also created them.  Several have 

conducted oral histories of significant numbers of Canadian nurses that have been deposited in 

various archives.26  As one example, Arlee McGee created the Nursing History Resource Centre 

at the Nurses Association of New Brunswick in 1992 that on her death in 2003 was moved to 

the Museum of New Brunswick in St. John.  These archives were useful to Linda Kealey and 

others for research on the large recent project to document women and labour in that 

province.27  

 

3ÉÎÃÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ςπππȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ #!(.ȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

production of new knowledge. We have the two awards that CAHN provides, and notices of 

speakers presenting nationally and internationally.  This is not to say that good historical 

research was not being conducted or presented before.  As you recall, Monica Baly was so 

impressed with the scholarship at the very first meeting in PEI, and asserted (confirmed by 

Keddy) that it was much better than what was going on in her own group in England.  Marion 

McKay, among others, also believes that the level of scholarship at CAHN meetings was until 

recently higher than at the CSHM.  

 

What Kind of History?  

7ÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅÄ ÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ËÉnd of nursing 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÄÏÎÅȢȱ  /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

interests have a tendency to generate some turf conflict between those who are members 

trained in the profession and those who are academic historians writing about the profession ɀ 
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×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÉÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÖÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅÒ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢȱ !ÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÇÅÏÎÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ȰÄÏÉÎÇ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÅÌÏ×ȟȱ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÃÒÉÍÏÎÉÏÕÓ ÄÅÂÁÔÅÓ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

1980s, for example, between historians and physicians, who publicly argued over who had the 

legitimate claim to write about the history of the medical profession.28  From the very first, 

CAHN/ACHN attracted members simply interested in history as well as those with graduate 

degrees in other disciplines who were undertaking historical research, and those who were 

academically trained historians deeply involved in nursing history. For the most part, however, 

they have all been nurses, although CAHN has always wanted to be inclusive ɀ part of the angst 

over whether or not to become an interest group of CNA was the desire not to exclude non-

ÎÕÒÓÅÓȢ  4ÈÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÁÉÎÓȱ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ 

perhaps been more muted.  

 

Nonetheless, a strong debate over a propoÓÅÄ Ȱ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔȱ ÉÎ 2ÅÇÉÎÁ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ Á ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ 

annual conference unleashed a spirited discussion. In 1992, new president Ina Bramadat wrote 

ÔÈÁÔ ȰÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȢȱ  3ÈÅ 

summarized the quesÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÁÉÓÅÄȡ  3ÈÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ȰÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÌÙ ÐÁÐÅÒÓ 

or might there be workshops for members who want to learn more about the research process?  

Are we secure enough to accept critique of our research?  Does our annual conference need to 

be scheduled to follow the conferences of larger associations, or can we survive as a free-

standing body? Is there a place in the Association for those who are interested in preserving 

and relishing the heritage of nursing as well as those who are more ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÃÌÉÎÅÄȩȱ  4Ï 

ÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈ ÏÆ #!(. Ⱦ!#(. ɍÌÁÙ ÉÎ ÉÔÓɎ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÔÏ ÓÔÒÉËÅ 

a balance between the interests of our career-oriented researchers and those who have a 

ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȢȱ29 And it must have been quite the meeting because the 

ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓÔȟ ÓÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ !'- ×ÁÓ ȰÑÕÉÔÅ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÚÅÄȢȱ30 

 

"ÁÒÂÁÒÁ +ÅÄÄÙ ÓÐÏËÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ Ȱ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ 

those of us who did not, and who did ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÉÎ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ×ÁÙȢ  )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ×ÁÓ 

better than the other but many of the people with history backgrounds knew how to do 

ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÄÁÙÓȢȱ31  As Lynn Kirkwood said about the early 

ÄÁÙÓȟ Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÐÅÏÐÌÅ who were interested in nursing history were up against a rock and a hard 

ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ32 Some of the people who were 

interviewed spoke about their interest in history as either trivialized or disapproved of by their 

nursing school colleagues. Although history may have informed their teaching practice to some 

ÅØÔÅÎÔȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ȰÓÎÅÁËÉÎÇȱ ÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ 

anecdotes or, like Diana Mansell, using it to challenge their stÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ȰÃÏÎÔÅØÔÕÁÌÉÚÅ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ 

ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔȢȱ33  So for many people, CAHN then was the only place that they could 

interact with like -minded others share their own research in the field. 
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Over the 2000s, more opportunities for historical research have opened up and more students 

have been able to study the history of nursing ɀ some have even been able to undertake 

doctoral programs in nursing on the history of nursing and/or have completed history PhDs 

and have returned to work in schools of nursing.  More and more students from both of these 

streams are presenting at both CAHN conferences as well as at CSHM and elsewhere.  Geertje 

"ÏÓÃÈÍÁ ÁÒÇÕÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ #!(.ȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ ȰÅÍÅÒÇÉÎÇ 

scholars who are also nursing students.  I think they feel the support through CAHN and then 

look at the opportunity to present at the medical history conference.  But if CAHN had not been 

ÁÒÏÕÎÄ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÏ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÅÌÔ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÙȢȱ34  Some of these 

students then have gone on to collaborate in large research projects with so-called mainstream 

historians at both national and international levels.  (Sonya ɀ China and Rockefeller projects ɀ 

Geertje and Marie-Claude Thifault and deinstitutionalization)  The academic study of nursing 

history is now validated in several different ways but at the same time, it is built on the work of 

all those people who identified, gathered together, catalogued, and otherwise preserved the 

nursing history heritage that we have in Canada, and I daresay, the Nursing History Research 

Unit in Ottawa could not have happened without CAHN.  

 

 

Funding Sources 

One of the ways CAHN tried to meet its original 

ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ȰÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȱ ×ÁÓ 

hrough initiating some form of research funding.  

The idea of a scholarship award for students had 

been first decided on in 1994 but was first 

advertised in 1997, and became the Margaret 

Allemang Scholarship in Nursing History in 

2001.  

Allemang Award Winners 

1998 Cynthia Toman 

1999 Veryl Tipliski 

2000 no award 

2001 Marion McKay 

2002 Florence Melchior 

2003 Sonya Grypma 

2004 no award 

2005 no award 

2006 Chris Dooley 

2007 Shaina Goudi, Mary Jane 

McCalllum 

2008 Beverly Hicks 

2009 Margaret Scaia 

2010 Jaime Lapeyre, Brandi Vanderspank 

2011 Michele Filice, Helen Vandenberg 

2012 Lydia Wytenbroek 
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Figure 5:  Marion McKay presenting Allemang Award to Veryl Tipliski, 1999 

 

More difficult to put in place was the Vera Roberts award.  Out 

of the blue in 2005, CAHN received word that the association 

was the beneficiary of an endowment of $200,000 from the 

estate of Vera Roberts.  Roberts, a former CAHN member, had 

spent her entire nursing career in the Canadian far north, much 

of this time as a regional nursing officer in Medical Services.  

The parameters of her legacy were clear and reinforced by the 

family: the money was to be used to support research only in 

the northern, especially circumpolar, regions of Canada.  

President Anne-Marie Arseneault and her executive were 

already dealing with a treasurer under a cloud of suspicion for 

decidedly irregular practices, and they were further surprised 

with the knowledge that the treasuÒÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÅÔ #!(.ȭÓ 

charitable status lapse, which was a condition of the endowment.   

  


