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BEGINNINGS

Immediately after graduating from the school of nursing in

Yarmouth, Nova ScotiaBarbara Keddy was asked to becoma

clinical instructor in the program. Althoughone of the courses

she taught wason the OEE OOT OU i(@hei thaA W ET A 0

advertised nursing) it WAO [T OA T O 1AGO A OO

memorizing dates etc. Moving later to Halifaxwith her young

family, she completed a diploma of public health nursing, a

bachelor of science in nursinganda Masters in sociology As

she began her PhD in sociology in 197 she landed a job

teaching in the school of nursing at Dalhousie. Although no

courses on nursing history exist at Dalhousie, then and now,

her own interest in the history of nursing was sparked when

she began talking to some of the older nurses in her program

Figure 1 Barbara Keddy ~ about the changes in nursinghey had witnessed With funding from the
Registered Nurses Association of Nova Scotia,estnavelled the province

conducting oral histories with nurses who hadgraduated from the 20s to the 40s, eventually
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I £ Ol T A T A& I theyBiar@d b AenOon ghe adio station and it just became

something of a passionate interest of mineAs a feminist in the school of nursing with graduate

degrees now in sociology | was somewhat marginalized. | wondered how | could bring about a

relationship with some organization that was interested in nursing but also would have a
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By now it was 1986 and Keddy and her husband were preparing for a sabbatical in England.

Realizing the growing public interest in the stories ¢ld by the women in the tapes, and wanting

OEAI O ¢i AAUTTA .1 0A 3A1 OEAh OEA OEAAA AAT A (
association for the history of nursing. A library searciproduced the name of Monica By and

the nursing history group associated with the Royal College of Nursingp England. Keddy

wrote to Baly and asked if she could visit her to discuss how to set up something similakt the

same time, she came across the name of Margaret Allemang and asked her if she could meet

with her in Toronto before heading off to England.

Born in 1914 in Toronto as one of a set of twins, Margaret Allemang had battled osteomyelitis
ET EAO AAOI U AAUO OEAO AT 1T OEAAOAAIT U AAI AUAA EA
OEA NOA @éhéWwolld be @dEefpted in a hospital nursing school, at age 22 she entered the



School of Nursing at the University of Toronto after an interview with Kathleen Russell, who

AEAT 60 OAAI x1 OOEAA AAT 60O EAO DPOAOGEI 6O EAAI OE
wi OOExEEIT A AGdhdudtihgE 1940] All@nang left her first job as assistant head

nurse on a cancer ward at Toronto General for enlistment in the Royal Canadian Air Force,

where she served for three years at air force hospitals in Ontario and Adkda. With funding

from the Federal Reestablishment program, she returned to U of T, completing both a BA and a

BScN. After two years teaching nursing in Belleville, she returned to the nursipgogram at U

of T, where she stayed for the rest of her caer.

During this time she obtained her
MA (in the 1950s) and her PhD (in
the 70s) in education from the
University of Washington in Seattle.
Unable to get her committee to
approve her first interest for her
dissertation in developing a nursing
theory based on «istentialism, she
eventually settled on studying the
history of nursing education in
Canada and the US through the idea
of a group of influential nursing
leaders. U of T as well lacked §
formal nursing history course in its
curriculum, and her attemptsto get
research funding for a specialty in

) ) Figure 2 Margaret Allemang () with FWW Nursing Sister Mabel
nursing  history went nowhere. Rutherford, 1978

Stimulated as well by the idea of doing
oral history, Allemang maintained her interest in things historical by interviewing nursing
sisters, first from the First World War and from e Second.
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touch with me once and wanted to know if she could come and see me. And she was passing
through Toronto on her way to England so we met down at a kel and had muffins and coffee
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Keddy too had been inspired by her visit with Allemang in Torontg OOEA CAT AOAOGAA A
eDAEOAT AT O xEOEHRIU EA&S6 Al IO Ky, | yRACENAdDS, youTthh do
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just do it.4 By 2 July 1986, she had written to Allemang, expressing the hope that would become
A OO6& OT AET CE [ AIiARO AlTTC xEOE [A85d 3EA AAC

collaboratively in what needed to be done in creating a new organization: compiling asti of

potentially interested people, drawing up a constitution, based perhaps on that from Monica
"ATUBO COI 6P ET %l Ci ATAR AEITOETC A T AIAR AT A 4
interest group of the CNA. By this time Allemang was retired anghable to access the same
administrative resources available to the stilworking Keddy, who also owned an electric

typewriter! Admitting later that she had been unfamiliar with the concept of networking, she
nevertheless joined Keddy in contacting friend and colleagues for their responses to forming a

national nursing history association and asking for the names of other people who might have a

possible interest in this new association.

In the fall of 1986, Allemang attended the third annual meetingfahe American Association for
the History of Nursing on the invitation of Barbara Brodie (who is still active) in order to learn
about the organization and concerns of that group that might have an impact on the formation
of a history of nursing group in Canada&® Funding was the primary issue confronting the
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concerns that the proliferating number of American history of nursing organizations was too

much duplication of effort6! 1 1 AT AT ¢ AAOI EOI U OEAAOOADPPAA TT1TA |
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Letters flew back and forth between Allemang and Keddy during that fall, trading information

about names and responses from contacts they had made. Natalie Riegler wrote in October that
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contacted Judith Young, Meryn Stuart, and Lynn Kirkwood about meeting at the RNAO annual

meeting the next springg Isabel McCrae believed that the structure should be less formal
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Pbil xAO AAOA A& O O 1 AlrefeE0lisprizbélievdd Anathafdrrial ractire

xAO ETAAARAA TAAAOOAOU ET 1 OAAO O1 AAANADOe £O0T AE
documents and lives of early nursing leader® Shirley Stinson proposed something in the

middle; with some kind of national nurse researcher organization soon to emerge, she thought,

she advised that forming a steering committee would help movéhings forward but would not

prematurely determine the permanent structure of the groupi! Allemang and Keddy also

continued to debate the pros and cons of close ties with C\fAhey recognized that there might

be benefits to a fledgling organization for theise of meeting facilities, seed money, and visibility

from a mature organization, but they also did not want to exclude nenurses and they were



not getting any encouragement from anyone at CNA about becoming a nursing archives or
artifacts repository, either in general or for the new association.
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An all-day meeting will be held June 8 becoming rather difficult for us to keep up with one
at the University of Toronto for those | L
interested in forming an association to another as developments evolve! Myile is now
promote education in the history of _ thick and we will need to write a history of the
nursing, facilita?e historio’graphy and EEOOI OU 1T £ m&dtna £cﬁe@ n@,@“‘ iatd D A o
establish a nursing archives. Contact: A . .
Dr. Barbara Keddy, School of Nurs- an initial meeting was in order. They prepared an
ing, Dalhousie University, Halifax, information notice for the May issue of the
N°Vf‘§l°1°“a 332'2383\, 4 Dg-/;“ar' Canadian Nurse and other provincial nursing
%ffomocgﬁ?i’io M6Sl3?{2. Naita bulletins, and notified all of ther contacts. Although
they were A OAOT ET AA 110 O - AA OA.

Figure 3 Canadian Nurse 83 (May 1987):41 .~ & . s . .~ ~

able tocome to a central location andhe was sensitive
to saving costs for Allemang. With expectations @bout 30 attendees out of the bythen almost
100 responses, they scheduled the first meeting for 8 June 1987 in the Jean Gunn library at the
University of Toronto.

Twenty-six interested people joined Allemang and Keddy at the aflay meeting that Mondayin
June, representing Ontario, Alberta, Quebec, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, and British
Columbia. Many more had written to say that they were interested but unable to attend.

Barbara Keddy remembers a distraught Helen Mussallem bursting into the roomafter the

i AAOET C EAA OOAOOAAh A@Al AEI ET ¢ OEAO Al OET OCE O
| just took a little plane from Ottawa to Toronto and | thought we were going to die, we were hit

AU | E CEArérHisaDssing the desired aimsand objectives, adopting the name, and
deliberating on whether or not to become a CNA interest group, the rest of day was spent
brainstorming in small groups on refining the objectives, setting membership fees, sorting out

the organizational structure, ard deciding on the various activities that the new association

would undertake in the coming year. Other committees formed to work on the constitution and

by-laws, nominations and program over the following year. Keddy began to realize that
(Mecause of tle expertise in the room that this was not going to be an easy thing &1 should

have knownz E £ Ul 086 OA ET AAAAAI EA Ui O ETTx OEAO PAIT D
and all these other kinds of statements and objectives and this kind of thiryy But the people

there 8 were so extraordinary 8 There was just so much expertise there that we were able to
DAOAAT 1T 0O OE A4Béidkenebkin®up AoEtheFd&yFhdy@i8adchose a provisional

executive, naming Keddy and Allemang as president andcetpresident, respectively, Natalie

Riegler as secretary, and Jean Sillars as treasurer.






Plans were then underway to prepare for the first conference, to be held in Charlottetown, PEI,

to coincide with the CNA general meeting ther& Allemang had agreed to be conference
AEAEODPAOOT T h AT A + A Adwon eaithiMArdateRbkcar@ehie AHaiOdf et O

that poor woman 8 | mean we all helped her but she was the chair of the whole progragithe

whole conferencez and that was quOA A AET OA &1 O OI 1 AAT AU xET AE
EETAO 1T &£ OAOI BOARO OEAO pRAl@rady agreed thax tReOffkst x | OE E
program had been quite a bit of workz T T T T A ET 0%) xAO OET OAOAOO/
communication had been doe by long distance with the people at the hotéf.

Monica Baly, who had followed the birth of CAHN with interest, agreed to be the keynote
speaker. Allemang had previously received a grant from the Hannah Institute (Associated
Medical Services) for herown oral history project and now succeeded in persuading executive

director Dr. Robert McBeth to provide funding to bring Baly to the conference. The program
was packed- speakers were scheduled on June 16 every 15 minutes from 9 am until the early

eveninC 8 , UTT +EOQOExTT A OAI Al AROO OEAO EO xAO ETA
AAGEAA EAOOAI £ xEOE ET U8 )OO xAO T EEA A #EOEOOI A
2EACI A0 ATi11 AT OAA OEAO " Al U EAA Al Tthat day addOOAT A1l
Al i PAOAA OEA OAOOEIT OI O.ECEOEICAI A AAUO AAAA
xET EAA AAAT OOUETcCc O1 &£ i111x OEA bpPOI AAAOOAO |
ACOAAA OEAO DPAOEADO OEA BBUEKeldyd ORDIAT AR GBOAG B E O
OOAAAOOAEDI AT A xA xAOA OAAT T U AGAEOAAS8DHS " Al Uh

the talks, paid them the ultimate compliment when she told Keddy that the presenters were
much more research oriented than her own istory of nursing group in England?®



FIRST NATIONAL
NURSING
HIiSTORY CONFERENCE

June 15 & 16, 1988

HCHN

Prince Edward Hotel
Charlottetown, P.E.L.

Logo designed by Eric Robertson, R.N.

Program

Wednesday, June 15, 1988

5:00-7:00pm  Registration
Executive Business meeting
7:00-7:15 Welcome
Dr. Barbara Kedd /
Y ttiad 7
7:15-8:15 Keynote Adress 52, 7
Dr. Monica Baly, Ph.D., Fellow,
R.C.N. Nightingale Schools:
The Myth and the Reality
8:15-8:30 Thank you
Dr. Margaret Allemang
8:30-10:00 Reception

Thursday, 16, 1988

7:00 am Continental Buffet Breakfast
7:30 Poster Displays
8:00-9:00 Panel Discussion

The Teaching of Nursing History:
Issues and Implications

Panel Members

Myrtle Crawford, R.N., M.A.
University of Saskatchewan
Moderator

Diana Mansell, R.N., M.A.
University of Calgary

Ann M. Pagliaro, RN, M.Sc.N
University of Alberta

Joanne Scholdra, R.N., Ph.D.
University of Lethbridge

9:00-10:00 Paper Presentations
10:00-10:30 Refreshments

10:30-12:30 Paper Presentations
12:30-1:30 Lunch and Poster Displays
1:30-3:30 Papers

3:30-5:30 Business Meeting
5:30-6:00 Closing Remarks
Dr. Monica Baly
6:00-7:00 Wine and Cheese
Cost of conference $25.00
Friday evening only $10.00
Make cheques payable to
Jean Sillars
12 George St.
Campbellton, New Brunswick
E2N 277



Presenters at First CAHN Conferenc ) EAO DOl OEOET 1 Al DOAOEAAT OB (
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These auspicious beginnings thus launched the association. Although tf
care of nursing archives and artifacts was of a primary concern, bott
Keddy and Allemang had high aspirations forpromoting historical
research. Despite their obvious compatibility Ox A CT & A1 1
£l 0001 AGAT Uho +AAAU xOI OAh zGheiwd
came to history from different directions and philosophies. Since het
own training had been insociology, Keddy admitted that had she com¢ ACHN
OE1 O1 EEOOI OU OEOI 6CE OEA AAAE Arvrvoo—" 00 OEA /
that she kept hidden even from Allemang. She felt marginalized in thgig,re 4 pesigned by Eric
70s and 80s in her own nursing department because of her feminisRobertson, postRN student of

P AN L~ LA £ s P N . ~ Barbara Keddy, 1988 c 2o
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where feminist women could get together and talk about the issues from the past that were
gender- and classO A 1 A20$hA &onfessed that she struggled awhile in finding her grounding:
OET x Al UIT O Al EEOOI OEAAT OAOGAAOAE AT A EIT x Al U
gender into it without just reporting? Allemang had perhaps more experience in historical
research and methodology because of the content of her doctoral thesieSbelieved that
EEOOT OU xAO 116 A OFEOEI T hd AT A OEA xA8 &BA OEA
O1 AAROOOAT A OEA xOEOQOET C 1T &£ EEOOI OU86H (A0 OEAx 1
OAT 1T OET OEOU AT A AEAT CAhol Ox EEAOEA® Al 1TAGDDAN ¢ ERAG
Al AOGO 11 CcATAAO AT A 1T pbOA OGHdeling thakuiSingWésibéing AT T EE 1
O&F OAAA ET 01 OEA RbylshAcA Brdapprodeh. INenBtitek<3 Glteir Acaddemic




backgrounds had given bothdunders the vision and experience to put toward guiding the early
development of the association and they wanted the meetings to measure up to the standards

of any other nursing research conference.

>
@ Faculty of Nursing

=&  University of Toronto

ARBOR

First National Meeting for the History of Nursing in Canada

June 8, 1987
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THEMES
Preservation of sources/ Production of new research

The identification and preservation of archival sources was very much a high priority item
throughout the first decade, partially as a starting point to do historical research since nurses
have traditionally left so few official records anddocuments z a recurring theme within
organizational history. Indeed archivists were keynote speakers at both the 1989 and 1993
conferences. Kathryn McPherson and Barbara Craig were warning that the closing of hospitals
and the increasing neglect of locahrchives was putting many of our healthcare sources in
general at risk23 The executive encouraged the formation of local and provincial groups to help
facilitate saving archives. Not all provinces were successful; the number of nurses interested in
nursing history in the Maritimes was never very large, as Barbara Keddy and Anivarie
Arseneault both pointed out?* Still, the Ontario Society for the History of Nursing, the
forerunner of the presentday Margaret Allemang Society, was thriving, and in thelfaof 1989,
Glennis Zilm reported on two nursing history groups in Vancouver and at the RNABC.
0311 AOGEET ¢ EI OET OA ET OECIi OAOET ¢ 1T AAAI AOAAU-R
newsletter editor.

The BC History of Nursing Group in particular has had (anstill has) a major impact on the
preservation of nursing history sources there, and has as well made them accessible for others.
Along with BC, groups in Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, and New Brunswick tracked down and
published the holdings in individual provinces. Diana Mansell canvassed public and private
archives across the country and in 2002 published her invaluable resource on the location of
nursing history sources nationallyzs

Published Sources on Nursing Archival Material

1 Coles,Survey of Nwsing History Materials in British Columbi@ 990

1 MacMillan & Young, A Guide to Nursing Historical Materials in Ontario
(1994)

1 Mychajlunow & Richardsoni Directory of Nursing Archival Resources in
Alberta (1996

1 Bramadat and Saydakatalogue of Nursing Historical Photographs in
Manitoba(1996)

1 McGee A Guide to Health Care History Material in New Brunswit898)

1 Mansell Guide to Canadian Nursing Archival Resourd@602
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From 2003, CAHN members have usedboth their organizational and individual influence to
engage politically for the preservation of CNA historical artifacts and records when CNA broke
up its library. One amazing outcome of the efforts at preserving the CNA collection was the first
national exhibition on Canadian nursing historyz The Caring Professiog which ran for 15
months at the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa in 200%006. Over 170,000 people
viewed this exhibit z an unforeseen window of opportunity to showcase Canadian nursing
history.

But members have not just preserved sawes, they have also created them. Several have
conducted oral histories of significant numbers of Canadian nurses that have been deposited in
various archives?6 As one example, Arlee McGee created the Nursing History Resource Centre
at the Nurses Assodition of New Brunswick in 1992 that on her death in 2003 was moved to
the Museum of New Brunswick in St. John. These archives were useful to Linda Kealey and
others for research on the large recent project to document women and labour in that
province .2’

s~ A 2 o 2 oA 2

3ET AA AOT OT A ¢mnnh EI xAOAOh #! (.60 AAOEOEOEAO
production of new knowledge. We have the two awards that CAHN provides, and notices of
speakers presenting nationally and internationally. This is not to say that gooHistorical

research was not being conducted or presented lb@e. As you recall, Monica Ba was so
impressed with the scholarship at the very first meeting in PEI, and asserted (confirmed by
Keddy) that it was much better than what was going on in her owgroup in England. Marion

McKay, among others, also believes that the level of scholarship at CAHN meetings was until
recently higher than at the CSHM.

What Kind of History?

7TEAO EAO OOOAAAAA T1x AT A ACAET AOOEd @rsi@eA 1 E A
EEOOT OU OET OI A AA ATT1TA856 | OCAT EUAOET T O AAOI OAA
interests have a tendency to generate some turf conflict between those who are members

trained in the profession and those who are academic hist@ns writing about the professionz
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xEAO EAO AAAT AAIT T AA OET OEAAO OO 1 OOOEAAO EEOO
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1980s, for example, between histoans and physicians, who publicly argued over who had the

legitimate claim to write about the history of the medical professio#® From the very first,
CAHN/ACHN attracted members simply interested in history as well as those with graduate

degrees in othe disciplines who were undertaking historical research, and those who were
academically trained historians deeply involved in nursing history. For the most part, however,

they have all been nurses, although CAHN has always wanted to be inclug\gart of the angst

over whether or not to become an interest group of CNA was the desire not to exclude nron

1 OO0OAOS8 AEOOh OEA OUBPAO 1T &£ OCOI xET C PAET 06 A¢
perhaps been more muted.

Nonetheless, a strong debate over a pro@AA Oxi OEOET b OAOOAAOGS ET 2AC
annual conference unleashed a spirited discussion. In 1992, new president Ina Bramadat wrote

OEAO OAIlI OEI OCE xA AOA DPOIOA T &£ 100 cOi xOER xA
summarized the que©®ET 1 O OEAO EAA AAAT OAEOAA(Q 3EI OI A Al
or might there be workshops for members who want to learn more about the research process?

Are we secure enough to accept critique of our research? Does our annual conference rteed

be scheduled to follow the conferences of larger associations, or can we survive as a -ree

standing body? Is there a place in the Association for those who are interested in preserving

and relishing the heritage of nursing as well as those who are moleAAAAT EAAT 1T U ET Al E
EAOh OEA OOOOATCOE 1T & #! (. T'#(. 1 AU ET EOOY A
a balance between the interests of our careesriented researchers and those who have a

AOI AAAO ET OAOA OO 2AAd it mBOMAVE bagn dtifk Ghe ddethd Bedause the

TAgO0 UAAOh ET AT 1 OOAOOh OEA OA®I OOAA OEAO OEA !
"AOAAOA +AAAU ODBPI EA AAI 6O OEA AAOI U O60O6Ccci A 1
those of us who did not, and who diddA OAAOAE ET A AEAZAOAT O xAUs8
better than the other but many of the people with history backgrounds knew how to do
DAOGOET T AOA AAT 6O OEA OBRIAS Lyhn&Kirkwdod daid abBut theCerly OA A A
AAUORh O) oHo wér€intadpedtédini ndrsing history were up against a rock and a hard

pbi AAA ET OEAO OEAOA xAO T132Somé ofbxiei people whb weieE A OT |
interviewed spoke about their interest in history as either trivialized or disapproved of by thai

nursing school colleagues. Although history may have informed their teaching practice to some
AdOAT Oh &£ O OEA 110060 PAOO OEAU xAOA OO1T AAEET Co
anecdotes or, like Diana Mansell, using it to challenge theiGA AT 0O O1 OAT 1 OA@ODAI
Ul 606 OA OAIESIfa mahyAdedpi®,8CAHN then was the only place that they could

interact with like -minded others share their own research in the field.
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Over the 2000s, more opportunities for historical researcthave opened up and more students

have been able @ study the history of nursingz some have even been able to undertake

doctoral programs in nursing on the history of nursing and/or have completed history PhDs

and have returned to work in schools of nursig. More and more students from both of these

streams are presenting at both CAHN conferences as well as at CSHM and elsewhere. Geertje

"T OAEI A AOCOAOG OEAO 1TTA T &£ #! (.60 1 AET O AilOOE,
scholars who are also nursingstudents. | think they feel the support through CAHN and then

look at the opportunity to present at the medical history conference. But if CAHN had not been

AOI OT A Yd8i 110 OF OOOA OEAO OEAU isomeiftiedeOA AEAI
students then have gone on to collaborate in large research projects with-salled mainstream

historians at both national and international levels. (Sonyg China and Rockefeller projectg

Geertje and MarieClaude Thifault and deinstitutionalization) Theacademic study of nursing

history is now validated in several different ways but at the same time, it is built on the work of

all those people who identified, gathered together, catalogued, and otherwise preserved the

nursing history heritage that we havein Canada, and | daresay, the Nursing History Research

Unit in Ottawa could not have happened without CAHN.

Funding Sources

One of the ways CAHNried to meet its original Allemang Award Winners

I AEAAOEOA OiF OAAAEI EOJ 1998 Cynthia Toman AAOAEDS
hrough initiating some form of research funding.| 1999 Veryl Tipliski

The idea of a scholarship award for students haq 2000 no award

been first decided on in 1994 but was first| 2001 Marion McKay
advertised in 1997, and became the Mtgaret | 2002 Florence Melchior

Allemang Scholarsip in Nursing History in 2003 Sonya Grypma
2001 2004 noaward

2005 no award

2006 Chris Dooley

2007 Shaina Goudi, Mary Jane
McCalllum

2008 Beverly Hicks

2009 Margaret Scaia

2010 Jaime Lapeyre, Brandi Vanderspar
2011 Michele Filice, Helen Vandenberg
2012 Lydia Wytenbroek




Figure 5: Marion McKay presenting Allemang Award to Veryl Tipliski, 1999

More difficult to put in place was the Vera Roberts award. Ou

of the blue in 2005, CAHN received word that the associatio
was the beneficiary of an endowment of $200,000 from the
estate of Vera Roberts. Roberts, a former CAHN member, h;
spent her entire nursing career in the Canadian far north, much
of this time as a regional nursing officer in Medical Service

The parameters of her legacy were clear and reinforced by thg
family: the money was to be used to support research only i

the northern, espeially circumpolar, regions of Canada.
President AnneMarie Arseneault and her executive were
already dealing with a treasurer under a cloud of suspicion for
decidedly irregular practices, and they were further surprised

with the knowledge that the treasstOAO EAA Al O]
charitable status lapse, which was a condition of the endowment.



